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RULES, POLICIESAND PROCEDURES 2009 and 2010

American Hunting Basset Association

All rules, policies and procedures listed in this docurhent been established by the AHBA Executive
Board and the AHBA Board of Directors and are in effemin January 1, 2009 until December 31, 2010
unless revised by the AHBA Board of Directors.

It is our desire that the American Hunting Basset Asgmn can bring a rabbit hound that will be exactly
like the type of dog that you would select to take hunting.dur intention, in interpretation of rules and
policies, that all AHBA clubs will conduct competititmnts in a uniform manner. More importantly,
competition events shall remain a family fun event ih&ee from dissent and preferential treatmentfoy
person or group.

ALL AHBA CHARTERED CLUBS

1. Chartered AHBA clubs are to hold their elections by Dawer of each year. An officer update form
is to be sent to the AHBA Office by January 1st, Igtmames of all officers, and addresses and p
numbers of these officers. Each club must have at ®afficers and 3 board of directors. The club
also elects the Master of Hounds and the Breed Inspdicioalso accepted that the club president
appoint these positions, as well as assistants fordiatiese positions.

Note: Club Presidents and Secretary/Treasurers carnsbaraiand wife, yet officers and board members
may not be husband and wife.

2. Each club’s Board of Directors shall oversee finararel have the authority to impeach and/or
prosecute officers.

3. The annual charter fee is $25.00 and must be serg BHBA Office by January 1st of each year. If a
club conducts only basset hunts their $25.00 check is made the AHBA.

4. New clubs, chartered after January 1st, must comiptylw?2 and 3 before they conduct their first
AHBA sanctioned competition.

5. If clubs fail to comply with rules 1 and 2 the AHEairmanwill cancel the clubs hunts and/or
cancel their charters.

6. To begin an AHBA club there must be at least 5 padbers.

7. All AHBA hunts must be held on Saturdays, Sundayegal holidays, (but not Christmas or
Easter).Exception: The Chairman of the Board magducle the World Hunt on a weekday.

8. It is recommended and suggested that each club thaAl B®& competition hold at least one money
making event each year and donates the proceeds froevémsto the AHBA Fund.

9. Each active club member must pay a yearly $10 membeeshtp participate in the AHBA
Sanctioned Field trails. In return the AHBA will prdeia permanent AHBA address and help provide
liability insurance for all sanctioned hunts if funde available

|. AHBA Executive Board
A. Duties of the Executive Board

1. The Board shall work as an administrative boarchtoy out rules, policies and procedures that
have been established by the Board of Directors.

2. The Board shall approve expenditures from the AHBAJ-

3. In the event that an elected AHBA officer, orcedel committee member, can not (does not)
complete his/her term of officéhis Board shall appoint a person to serve in thatipasimntil the nex
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Board of Directors meeting at which time the positioallste filled by election.

4. The Board shall assist all existing committeesaimying out their duties.

5. The Executive Board may make recommendations tolthgr@an of the Board concerning the
appointment of State Representatives.

6.. The Executive Board members will take suggestionsiferand policy changes at any time and
submit them to the total board at the next Executive Bowreting.

. Members of the Executive Board
1. The Chairman of the Board of Directors. (2009 & 2010 K8wany)
2. The Secretary/Treasurer. (2009 & 2010 Bob Grey)

3. The Chairman of the Watchdog Committee. (to be ahted by the Chairman of the Board- see
section II. E. 10 for members)

4. One At-Large member to be elected by the Board @ckurs for 2 year term. (2009 & 2010 Bill
Ehle, Alternate Tim Bishop)

5. All chairpersons of other committees, whether tiocesamittees are elected by the Board of
Directors or appointed by the Chairman of the Board| Beamembers of the Executive Board. For
example: Chairman of the Public Relations Commitstaldished in 2008.

6. The members of the Executive Board are; ChairmameoBoard, Secretary/Treasurer, Vice-
Chairman, Member at Large, as well as, Chairman ofaheus committees.

7. The Vice Chairman (2009 & 2010 Jim Wells). The duties®Mice Chairman shall be decided by
the Chairman of the Board.

8. The Executive Board shall have the authority to impeachor prosecute officers as deemed
necessary. Inthe event that it is impracticaldtol lan Executive Board meeting written votes may be
solicited by e-mail or mail only.

. Meetings of the Executive Board

1. The Chairman of the Board shall preside at all mgebf the Executive Board. In the absence of
the Chairman of the Board, the Secretary/Treasusdr @nduct the meeting.

2. The Chairman of the Board shall call all meetihgs,all members of the Executive Board must be
notified of the meeting at least 10 days in advance.

3. Normal decisions are made by consensus if it is evidanthe members present at the meeting are
all in agreement; however, if it is evident that tlentin question does not have 100% support, a
formal vote shall be held. This includes votes takephmne, e-maibr mail.

4. If a formal vote is taken on an item a simplearigj vote wins.

5. In the event that it is impractical to hold an Exe® Board meeting, the Chairman of the Board
may solicit a vote by phone calls, e-n@ilmail to the members of the Board.

6. The Secretary/Treasurer shall keep an officialrceoball proceedings of the Board and shall
provide copies of the minutes to all members of this board.

. AHBA Fund

1. This fund is made up of money from the following sesr@allocated money from charter fees.
$25.00 protest fees if the protest is disallowed, and $3.@xfdr hound entered in Basset sanctioned
competition and other money making activities.

2. The Secretary/Treasurer shall keep the accounting fofutisand shall make an itemized financ
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report in writing at each Board of Directors and Exe@aiBward meeting.

3. The Secretary/Treasurer shall pay the reasonable esp@csarred in the normal operation of this
division. Expenses that the Secretary/Treasurer dodkinktare reasonable, large expenses (exceed
$500) or expenses for special projects must be approved Bxéoeative Board.

1. Board of Directors

A. Board of Directors shall be made up of all Basset phaisidents (or their appointed representatives),
State Representatives and all members of the ExecutiaedBwhether elected or appointed, under these
conditions.

If an alternate (appointed representative) is to be fasiadfvoting member of the Board of Directors
he/she must have a written proxy from the person wémthe elected representative and this must be
presented to the Chairman of the Board of Directors wihemre is a meeting of the Board. State
Representatives do not have proxy vote rights.

B. Duties of the Board of Directors

1. The Board of Directors shall set all rules, poicend procedures for the AHBA and the conduct of
all AHBA competition events sanctioned by the AHBA.

2. There shall be at least one bi-annual meeting d3t¢laed of Directors; however the Chairman of
the Board may call additional meetings if there ead.

3. The Chairman of the Board must notify each memb#ieBoard of Directors, at least 10 days in
advance of the meeting.

4. There must be a 2f8ajority vote of the directors in attendance at ther8o& Directors' meeting
change any rule, policy, or procedure.

5. At the bi-annual meeting of the Board of Directane, Board shall elect the Chairman of the Board,
Vice Chairman, Secretary-Treasurer, At-Large Membail, ¢4f Fame Committee members, Rules
Committee members and the regular and alternate menfdétatchdog Committee.

6. The term of office for all elected officers andotéel committee members is 2 years.

7. Changes to the AHBA Rules, Policies, and Procedurgdbmanade only by vote of the Board of
Directors.

C. Duties of the Chairman of the Board
1. The Chairman of the Board serves as an ex-offrdonber of all AHBA committees.

2. The responsibility of the Chairman of the Bodrdlkbe that of taking the association forward, with
the specific task of creating committees, appointing pkeasons of all committees, and monitoring
each committee's effectiveness.

3. After the election of the Watchdog Committee, oeottlected committees, it shall be the duty of
the Chairman of the Board to appoint chairpersong#al hhose committees.

4. The Chairman of the Board shall conduct all Boar@ioéctor meetings and Executive Board
meetings. . In the absence of the Chairman of tteedBahe Secretary/Treasurer shall conduct the
meeting.

5. The Chairman of the Board shall assist the Segfétaasurer and the AHBA Representatives in
establishing new clubs and assisting existing clubs as néafihesh possible, the Chairman of the
Board shall attend State Hunts and Big 6 Hunts as an aadoass the AHBA.

6. Concerning all committees and chairmen appointed by tagrtdn of the Board; the Chairman of
the Board has the authority to remove from office ainlyis/her appointees if he/she feels they are not
fulfilling their responsibilities in a responsible wayhe Chairman of the Board shall give his/her
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reasons for removing chairmen or committee membersiimg/to the Executive Board.

7. The Chairman of the Board has the responsibiligstign host clubs for the Big 6 Hunts (including
the World Hunt) and the state hunts.

8. The chairman will review the geographical boundarieseigions annually and make whatever
changes as may be necessary.

9. The Chairman of the Board shall receive a stipend tlee AHBA Special Fund in the amount of
$200.00 per year.

10. The Chairman of the Board shall determine the dafidse Vice Chairman. The Vice Chairman
elected for 2009 and 2010 is Jim Wells.

. Secretary/Treasurer and Duties

1. The Secretary/Treasurer shall be elected by thedBddbirectors at the annual meeting for sezu
term.

2. The Duties shall be:
a. Collect all annual fees from existing clubs and endetes from new clubs.
b. Collect the $25.00 protest fees.

c. Collect $3.00 per hound for each entry in the AHBAcHaned hunts. All bassets are to be
individually registered. Litter registrations are ntidveed. Collect basset hound registration fees
of $10. Collect ownership transfer fee of $10 per bassgichoWhen ownership is transferred a
dogs name can not be changed by the new owner.

d. Collect money from conducting the World Hunt and oftedraisers.
e. All funds collected shall be deposited into the AHBA. Revise:
f. All of the above are operating funds for the AHBAd shall be used as follows;
(1) Return $25.00 to persons who have their protests upheld.
(2) Reimburse authorized persons for expenses incurredng ttegir duties for the AHBA.
(3) Pay postage, phone, and office supply costs.
(4) Pay other expenses as approved by the Executive Board.

g. Accept all formal protests from persons who haveigg to protest in accordance with the by-
laws and rules.

A copy of the protest is to be sent to each of tHeviaing; all Watchdog Commiee members, ea
alternate member of the Watchdog Committee, the Chairmfthe Board, all members of the
Executive Board, and the President of the Club thagiisg protested.

h. Assist the AHBA State Representatives in establishew clubs and in conducting judge-
training seminars.

I. It is the responsibility of the Secretary/Treasuoekeep club presidents informed concerning
action of the Board of Directors, the Executive Board thie Watchdog Committee.

|- The Secretary/Treasurer shall keep an official @cdrll proceedings at the Board of Directors
and Executive Board meetings and shall publish minutes &4 tineetings.

k. The Secretary/Treasurer shall receive a stipend tiherAHBA Special Fund in the amount of
$200.00 per year.

l. The Secretary/Treasurer shall create and maintegrganizational chart showing all offices
committees and members, showing line of reporting respbitysfiom the Chairman of the Board
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thru individual Club Presidents.

m. In the absence of the Chairman of the Board, thee&ey/Treasurer shall conduct the Board of
Director meetings and the Executive Board meeting.

n. The Secretary/Treasurer shall prepare and hold ¢bedreopy of the AHBA Rules, Policies and
Procedures.

0. The Secretary/Treasurer shall submit and hold tlerdesopy for the incorporation of the
AHBA.

E. Duties and Procedures of the Watchdog Committee

1. Enforce the AHBA rules, policies, and procedures @g plertain to protest of rule infractions at
sanctioned hunts.

2. If the protest of the Master of Hounds decision carxarspecific cast of hounds and involves the
running rules, the protest must be made by a handler wbosel lvas involved in that cast. If the
protest concerns the conduct of the hunt; such as ilagaihg of the hounds, illegal assignment of
judges, not holding to the entry deadline, etc., any houn@oamhandler who is present at the hunt
and has a hound entered in the hunt may file the prinestldition, judges, or other hunt officials n
protest rule infractions by handlers or spectators.

3. The Master of Hounds is the final authority at thethli a formal protest is made it must be made
in writing within 20 days of the hunt to the AHBA Secrgf@reasurer. The protest must state that this
was a AHBA hunt, give the date of the hunt, the nafrtee club hosting the hunt, the name of the
Master of Hounds and the rule the protester believes wésged, and a short description of the
situation that led to this formal protest. Use the AHBAtEst Form.

4. After a decision has been made by the Watchdog Coaemitie chairman of this committee shall
notify the AHBA President and the Chairman of the ®lodhe Chairman of the Board will then
inform all other members of the Executive Board.

5. The person making the protest must deposit a check @ymawder for $25.00 dollars when that
person files the protest. The deposit shall be retumétetperson who filed the protest only if the
Watchdog Committee rules in his/her favor. The cheakamey order shall be made out to AHBA
Fund.

6. The decisions of the Watchdog Committee are findlcamnot be appealed.

7. The club that is being protested against must baetwtf the protest by the Secretary/Treasurer by
sending the president of the club, being protested, a dapg protest.

8. The Master of Hounds at the sanctioned hunt makdm#ielecision concerning protests at the
hunt. The Watchdog Committee only becomes involved irtleat that the Master of Hound's
decision is formally protested.

9. Penalties that may be invoked by the Watchdog Comnitt&ele;

a. The final decision of the Watchdog Committee magcaf class, division, or the entire hunt
results may be nullified.

b. If the Watchdog Committee finds a violation of th&es, the results of that hunt may be treated
as a non-sanctioned hunt. Example: Club A conducsetisned hunt and a person protests the
way the casting was done, the Master of Hounds denigsabest, and that person files a protest
with the Watchdog Committee. The Watchdog Committee inlésvor of the person who
protested. The Watchdog Committee may rule that theisarfor the hunt has been removed and
that the hounds that placed in the hunt shall notved®HBA or Hound of the Year points.

c. The Watchdog Committee has the authority to take @typdinary action it feels is appropriate.
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d. Note that if a person is banned from AHBA competitmmeaf year, or more, that person cannot
serve as a club officer nor can he/she serve oBxtheutive Board or any AHBA national
committee without the approviile AHBA Executive Board.

10. The Watchdog Committee is made up of 3 regular membeér2 alternate members. All memb
are elected by the Board of Directors at the Bl-annstimg. Elected for 2009 and 2010; Regulars:
Rich Gibson, Ron Richard and Ben Marley. Alternatédes Biery and Wade Hunt

11. If a regular or alternate member of the Watchdog@ittee is found to be in violation of the
rules, he/her shall be released of his/her duties bgtlagrman of the Board and that person shall
never be permitted to again serve on the Watchdog Coeemit

12. When the Chairman of the Watchdog Committee res@y@otest, or he/she has another matter
that needs to be discussed with the other members obthmnittee, he/she may arrange a conference
telephone call with the members. In some cases diencéin may call a meeting of the members of
his/her committee.

13. An alternate becomes a regular member of the Watchdognittee if a regular member resigns
as a member of the committee, or a regular member svehfrom the committee for disciplinary
reasons. The Chairman of the Board decides which dléelbeaomes a regular member under these
circumstances.

14. A member of the Watchdog Committednile attending a sanctioned hunt, has the respongito
privately inform the Master of Hounds of that huntef$he sees that the hunt is not being conducted
according to AHBA rules.

15. The Chairman of the Watchdog Committee shall infdivenChairman of the Board and the
Secretary/Treasurer whenever an official ruling is n@meerning a formal protest.

16. The Chairman of the Board has the authority to redqlu@ssthe Watchdog Committee give an
official interpretation of a AHBA rule if there is@ncern about the meaning of the rule. The
Watchdog Committee has the responsibility to give therfmetation as soon as possible so that this
information may be passed on to the club presidentstéwed AHBA officials.

17. In the event that legal problems arise from AHBA getition, that are not resolved by the
Watchdog Committee, these must be litigated and resoivib@ Superior Court of the to which the
AHBA holds incorporation documents.

18. The Chairman of the Watchdog Committee is appointeédeb@ hairman of the Board and is an
official member of the Executive Board.

F. Rules Committee

1. This committee is made up of 2 members appointed by thien@dn of the Board. They serve 2-
year terms. Rules Committee members for 2009 and 2010 ae:\lekwire and Tim Bishop

2. This committee shall be a standing committee thamgltine year collects recommendations for
rule, policy, or procedure changes. This committee etsuggested changes in proper order and
presents them for discussion and vote to the Boardretiors at the bi-annual meeting.

3. Note that the only recommendations that will be gsee by the Rules Committee will be those
submitted by AHBA clubs or the Executive Board. State Rsgmtatives may also make
recommendations for rule changes.

4. The Rules Committee shall have the responsibilitgwite or correcting mistakes tbe judges'
test, Master of Hounds test, bench judges' test, andteidtsrto reflect rule changes that have been
made by the Board of Directors.

H. AHBA Hall of Fame Committee
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1. This committee, and the chairman of this Commiiteappointed by the Chairman of the Board.
Members of this committee for 2009 and 2010 are; Eric Figg andBishop.

2. The duties of this committee are to receive nononatand to verify that each individual or hound
has met the criteria set forth in these rules. Nthe: applications for nomination are to be senhéo t
Committee Chairman and the AHBA Chairman of the Boar

3. All hounds meeting the requirements as set forthdarcriteria shall be inducted into the Hall of
Fame on December 31 following the date in which the hound dyémeepoints necessary to go into
Hall of Fame. Whoever owns this hound, as far as tHBArecords show at the AHBA Office, at the
time the hound reaches the points needed to go into tketB4all of Fame, their name shall go on
Hall of Fame plaque. Once a hound has received an AH&PofIFame title it cannot be taken from
him/her unless it is proven that the title was givesgdilly.

4. To nominate a person for Hall of Fame; or a houral @smpetition hound or reproducer, send
information concerning this hound to the Chairman oth# of Fame Committee so it is received by
him/her not later than January 20th; also send a coghet€hairman of the Board, at the address
stated at the beginning of these rules and procedures.

5. The Hall of Fame hounds will be honored at the trnhe World Hunt. If no hound meets the

requirements on a given year, then no hound will be teduthat year. A hound must be a Grand
Rabbit Champion to be inducted into the Hall of Fama @smpetition Hound. A hound does not
have to be alive to be bestowed this honor as longhas imet the criteria as set forth.

6. The Hall of Fame honor is presented to an indivi¢hat a group of people) who has performed
service to AHBA and AHBA clubs and/or have bassetsliaaé achieved certain accomplishments
listed in this rule. Further note that if the hound/ewned by more that one person the points earned
by the hound/s are divided by the number of people whose regppear on the AHBA registration 1
this hound or the number of people who are part owner&erel if the hound/s are listed under a
kennel name and individuals’ names

Hall of Fame Competition Hound, 50 points needed

10 points For Hound of the Year (This is the High Pbiatind of the Year or Runoff Hound of the Year
winner)

5 points For Reserve Hound of the Year (Either HigmPReserve or Run Off Reserve winner)
10 points For First Place in a Big 6 Hunt

5 points For Second Place in a Big 6 Hunt

5 points For First in a State Hunt

2.5 points For Second in a State Hunt

5 points for making Grand Rabbit Champion

2.5 points for making Rabbit Champion

6 points for winning Best of Show in a Big Six Hunt

1 point for State Hunt Bench Winner

4 points for making Show Grand Champion

2 points for making Show Champion

-10 points for each time a hound is reported for running, d@erelk or coyote

Hall of Fame Reproducer, 150 points needed

15 points for each son/daughter that is High Point HODMOY Run-Off winner.

15 points for each son/daughter that is inducted into HiBAAHall of fame.

10 points for each son/daughter that is reserve Hight PI®Y or reserve HOY Run Off winner.
10 points for each son or daughter that wins a Big 6 Hunt

10 points for each son or daughter that becomes a GirtatRChampion

5 points for each son or daughter that becomes a Raltdnih@on
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3 points for each son or daughter that becomes a Shamd@hampion
2 points for each son/daughter that wins a big 6 show.
1 point for each son or daughter that wins a State Hoot
2 point For each son or daughter that becomes a Shompiha
Note: A hound can only use 75 points from each son/daughter
Note: A hound can only use 30 points from bench wins tNtatlper son/daughter.

6. Basset competitors shall be nominated by a personrsmse involved in AHBA Basset
competition. All individuals meeting the requirementseisforth in the criteria shall be inducted into
the Basset Hall of Fame on December 31. These individukhlse honored at the Basset World Hu
This shall be an annual induction. If no one meets tipgin@ments on a given year, then no one will
be inducted that year.

Basset Hall of Fame, 100 points needed

To total points, take the numbers of points shown andiphwuit by the number of years the person has ¢
this. Add up the person's points to get the total. Inductkanthe Hall of Fame will take place at the World
Hunt.

Cut off date for applying for Hall of Fame is December 31rgoahe World Hunt.

Verification will come from the Hall of Fame Comneie.

10 points Chairman of the Board

7.5 points Secretary/Treasurer

6 points Chairman of the Watchdog Committee

5 points Member of Watchdog Committee

5 points Member of Executive Board

5 points Owner of Hall of Fame Hound (name on plaque)

3 points Alternate member of Watchdog Committee

3 points Chairperson of a Basset Division committelegfothan Watchdog Committee)
2 points Committee Member (other than Chairperson ochdaty Committee)
2 points Active Licensed Basset Field Judge

1 point Active Licensed Basset Bench Judge

2 points Board of Directors member

2 points President and/or Secretary Treasurer of alehttholds AHBA Basset hunts
2 points Licensed Master of Hounds for Basset hunts

5 points Make Hound of the Year

2.5 points Make Reserve Hound of the Year

4 points make a Big Six winner in the field

2 points make a Big Six winner on the bench

3 points make a Grand Rabbit Champion

2 points Make a Bench Grand Champion

2 point Make a Rabbit Champion

1 point Make a Bench Champion

1 point AHBA Basset State Representative

1 point any other club officer

1 point Help start an AHBA club (see NOTE below)

NOTE: To receive Hall of Fame points fstarting a club, the AHBA member must have prior Auization
from the Chairman of the Board or the AHBA Presidemssist the new club. Normally it is the State
Representative who is assigned this task, or applidhiforask, and has the above-mentioned approval.
Sometimes it is not the State Representative.

A person can also get Hall of Fame points for startibgsset club if he/she starts a basset division wath
already existing ARHA club that competes with beagles.
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Conditions for starting a club:

1. Meets with the people interested in starting the ahbanswers questions about AHBA and/or in phone
conversations with the person who is organizing the clals tlte above.

2. Attends at least 1 of the club's fun hunts and obseheir opett#on of this hunt and assists them with
hunt.

3. Writes a report to the AHBA President recommendliregn for a charter.
4. Continues to be supportive of the new club as an advisor.
|. State Representatives
The duties of State Representatives are as follows;
1. Represent their state as a public relations person.
2. Promote new clubs and work with beagle clubs tdkstabasset hunts at their clubs.
3. Help new clubs get started.
4. Advertise AHBA in their states.
5. Serve as a member of the Board of Directors
ADD Chairman of Public Relations-along with position respbilities- Rich Gibson

[11. General Rulesfor the Conduct of AHBA Sanctioned Hunts
A. Sanctioned Hunts
1. What constitutes a sanctioned hunt?
a. The hunt must be approved by the Chairman of the Board.

b. The club must apply for a hunt a hunt, using the apteghunt request form, to the Chairman
of the Board. It is recommended that the request loe maleast 90 days before the hunt — and not
later than 60 days before the hunt datésoAote that the Chairman of the Board may also ma
exception to this rule by putting the hunt information loen AHBA
website:http://www.bassetnet.com

c. The club hosting the hunt must fill out and mathe official Hunt Request form making sure
that all information is filled in accurately.

d. All hounds entered in the hunt must be AHBA regesie

e. The hunt must be conducted under all AHBA rules, psliaie procedures. All clubs must
obtain a permit or authorization from the Departnadritish and Wildlife, if a permit is required in
that state to protect out of state participants. Clusssféil to do this are liable and responsible to
pay for citations that are received by the participants.

f. There must be a minimum of 5 Open Class hounds to coadu@pen Class AHBA sanctioned
hunt. (Also see Rule XVI.B). There must be a minimuf3 Rabbit Champion hounds to conduct a
Rabbit Champion hunt. There must be a minimum of 3 &@mampion hounds to conduct a Gt
Champion hunt. If there are not enough Open Class hoandsjou have enough Champions
and/or Grand Champions these hunts may be held.

B. Hunt Limitations
1. Each member club must hold at least 1 sanctioned ARBAIn a calendar year.

2. A club may not hold more than 8 AHBA sanctioned bumta calendar year. This number includes
State and Big Six hunts.
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C. The Big hunts are; East Regional, South Regi@eiiral Regional, West Regional, North Regional,
and World Hunt.

1. 3 of the Big 6 hunts are to be scheduled in the sprith@ @me to be scheduled in the fall or winter.
2. Judges at the World Hunt shall be paid for each cagtnbik.
3. The host club for the World Hunt shall work with tBleairman of the Board to put on the hunt.

D. Firearms, weapons, alcoholic beverages, and illeggbkdire banned during all AHBA sanctioned
hunts, meetings and official events. Note: this refiethe use of these by participants and/or spectators.

V. Field Judges
A. All judges must be licensed by AHBA. and AHBA certifie

A certified dudge is one who has studied the rules and passed writtes'jtelgtenith at least 85%corre
It is recommended that certified judges work as asssstanitl they have enough confidence to be head
judges.

B. Judges shall not judge his/her own hounds. Further, hdialh@st judge a hound that is owned by a
member of his/her immediate family. Definition of iradiate family: husband, wife, mother, father, son,
daughter, brother, sister, or spouses of any of the aBxeeptions: In extreme circumstances where
everyone has a hound, or no certified judges are availahldde, and it is okayed by the owners or
handlers involved, and the Master of Hounds, a judge wad@und owner in the cast, or has a family
member’s hound in the cast, can judge the cast.

C. A club must provide at least 1 judge per cast but may eldhave more than 1 judge per cast. If more
than one judge is used, 1 judge is designated as head judge haddusfebook shall be the official
scorebook. If a judge has an assistant judge working with hinthe assistant must be approved by the
Master of Hounds.

D. The judge shall be responsible for making all callhénfield and recording the scoring on a score
or scoring booklet.

E. The judge's decision in the field is final; howevenaadler may appeal the judge's decision to the
Master of Hounds.

F. Before the hounds are cast in the field the judge &iklto the handlers and spectators and tell them
what they can and cannot do during the hunt.

G. The judge shall tethe handlers and spectators the exact startingdfrttee hunt and shall announct
them when there is a time out.

H. In the event that a judge can not finish a cast ds&koess or injury, timeout is called and the cast
will return to the place of drawing to be re-assigneatla@r judge by the Master of Hounds. The scoring
that has previously been compiled and the time elapdecemiain in effect. The new judge will
complete the remainder of the unfinished cast.

l. At anytime during the cast, if the judge is very tiegd needs to rest, he/she may call timeout and have
the handlers leash their hounds (or let the houndsncento run without scoring) until he/she is rested
enough to continue judging.

J. The judge shall not have hounds released in thgon@amity of any herd or farm animal.
V. Scorecard and protests

A. At the end of the cast the judge shall total the scanel offer the scorecard to the handlers for their
signatures.

B. The handler may lodge a protest by not signing theessacd.
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C. When the handler signs the scorecard he/shetfohis/her right to protest unless changes are made in
the scoring after he/she signs the scorecard.

D. If a handler protests and does not sign the scordteradther handlers who agree with the judge's
decision shall sign the scorecard.

E. If no protest is made by a handler, all handlers sigstthe scorecard.

F. All protests must be reported to the Master of Holoydbie protesting handler within 15 minutes &
returning to the clubhouse or staging area.

G. All protests shall be settled in a private confeeengolving the Master of Hounds, the judge invol
in the protest, and the handler who is bringing the protést other handlers may be called in
individually by the Master of Hounds as witnesses to éxmglasubstantiate what happened. No
spectators shall be called as witnesses.

H. The Master of Hound's decision is final, with theepton of the appeal (formal protest to Watchdog
committee). The appeal must be sent to the Secretapgirer within 20 days of the date of the hunt.

Note: The protest goes first to the Secretary/Treasulme will then send copies to the Watchdog
committee members and others as listed in rule 11.D.2.g.

VI. Master of Hounds

A. The Master of Hounds must be licensed by the AHBAGteteby the club members or appointed by
the club president, and must pass the Master of Houstdwite a score of 85% or better.

B. The Master of Hounds shall act as the final autharithe selection of methods of huntirggation of
hunting areas, selection of casts by draw, appointnmehassignment of judges and supervision of all
functions associated with the hunt; including the regoiudf any protest from the handlers concerning
judges' decisions. He/she is also the final authoritgeoring protests involving bench shows.

C. The Master of Hounds must announce when entriedaaedcand no entries shall be accepted after
this announcement has been made. The exception is fod$that have been pre-entered in the hunt.

D. The Master of Hounds shall make the decision onlvenet is too dark (or dangerous weather) to
continue the hunt. Unfinished events shall be complktteaext day or at another time determined by
Master of Hounds.

VIIl. Breed I nspector

A. Each club is to select a Breed Inspector for the.hims person is to be knowledgeable concerning
basset breed standards. The Breed Inspector must beelicby AHBA. The breed inspector must be a
licensed Bench show judge.

B. The host club has the option of whether or nehéasure the hounds before the hunt; however, any
handler may challenge the size of the hound. All hounts e present at the staging area before they
are taken to the field. Any challenge to the hound'smeiz&t be done at the staging area and such hound
must be measured before advancing any further in the hunt.

Note: This challenge may take place at the beginning o$amgs before the hounds go out in the fiel
a hound is measured earlier during the day of the hunt itrdddgve to be measured the second time
that day.

C. The Breed Inspector makes the final decision as tthehthe challenged hound shall be allowed to
hunt.

D. The Breed Inspector has the right to measure alldstirat are entered in the hunt and to disqualify
any hound that, in his/her opinion, does not meet breedast@s) or is over 15 inches in the shoulder.
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E. The Breed Inspector must have an official measutampsavailable for use.

F. The Breed Inspector shall determine whether a houndigsidr AHBA registration. The Breed
Inspector shall check AKC registration papers for houn&iisg registered and write the AKC registration
number on the AHBA registration form.

G. The club secretary shall issue a form signed éyBtieed Inspector stating that said hound has been
registered with AHBA at that club on that date. Tibisn shall be filled out in duplicate. One shall be

sent to AHBA for registration. The second is to beegito the dog's owner to be presented at subsequent
hunts until the owner receives the official AHBA nuenbNo hound shall be entered without an AHBA
number or the above proof of registration.

VIIl. Breed Standardsfor AHBA Sanctioned Hunts.
A. The hound must be registered with the AHBA.

B. The hound may not be more than 15 inches at theddtoas measured by the Breed Inspector to
compete in AHBA competition.

C. In order for a hound to be single registered withAHBA as a basset hound it must be, to the best of
the person/s registering the hounds’ knowledge to be blddt basset hound and must appear to be a
full blood basset hound. Any AHBA Breed Inspector thabisfl knowingly registering a hound that is
not full blood basset will have his/her license revoked.

I X. Conducting the Hunt
A. All clubs must have a Master of Hounds and a Brespdctor to conduct an AHBA sanctioned hunt.

B. The club treasurer, or another person appointed bylubepresident, must collect all money for entry
fees and keep an accurate accounting of this money. Hadahdorward to the AHBA office all of the
money that is required by the AHBA for sanctioned hunts.

C. All clubs must accept pre-entries. To officially {gmter a hound, the hound owner must contact, prior
to the hunt deadline, the club president or secretagther designated person listed in the Hunt

Schedule and provide this person with the name(s) ofatied(s), class of the hound(s) and the AHBA
number(s).

D. Cast

Note: The word "casting" is used in two different wapssection 1 it means that the hounds names
(numbers) are drawn out as the hounds are divided iste. ¢a section 2 "casting," means taking the
hounds to the field to "cast" them.

1. No casting shall be done until the Master of Houradsamnounced that th entries have been closed.

2. All handlers/owners must be present when the eastdrawn. A pre-entered hound will not be
drawn out unless the hound and the handler/owner arenpegdbe time the casts are drawn out.

3. There are 2 methods that can be used for placing judtiesasts.

a. Judges for each cast may be assigned and announcedefcasts are drawn. If a judge's
hound (or a hound designated in Rule IV.B.), is drawnrotle cast he/she is judging, this hound
must be rolled into another cast. The judge may havédhisd rolled into a different series (those
hounds not going out first) if it is known which casts being sent out first and second.

b. Judges for each cast may be drawn out after the ltast been drawn out in any series.

4. Casts shall be determined by random selection metbawisure that all hounds have equal
opportunity to win the event. The casts may be formepldxing the names of the hounds, or the
assigned numbers, in a container with a non-huntingpeos the Master of Hounds, drawing the
casts from the container. A Bingo selection method beaysed. A computer program designed to
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distribute the hounds into casts may also be used.

5. Separate drawings shall be made for
Open Class, Rabbit Champion, and Grand Rabbit Champion.

6. Each cast is to be made up of 3 to 6 hounds, withoutrdisation made on the basis of sex or size.
An exemption to this rule is the final cast whera¢hmay be 2 to 6 hounds.

7. If an owner (not handler) draws 2 or more of hishtemds out in the same cast he/she may elect to
leave all hounds in the same cast or have the namerandhber of the second hound drawn placed
back in the container and drawn into another cast.frbisess is called "rolling the hound". In other
words, the owner need have only 1 of his/her hounds asta i€ the owner has 2 or more hounds
drawn out in the last cast of any series and he/s$leewito roll the hound (or hounds if 3 are drawn in
that cast), the hound that was drawn out last is mtvéee next to last cast and the last hound in that
cast is moved to the last cast. If this procedure reisuitsother owner having 2 or more of his/her
hounds in one cast, he/she may also have his/her hollediusing this same method.

Note: If it has been determined, before any hounds avendvat, which casts will be in the first series
and which will be in other series, an owner may requeeave his/her second or third hound drawn
out in the first series "rolled"” to the next seridsunds cannot be rolled back to the first series in this
situation.

Note: An owner is defined as a person whose name BHBA registration papers. This may be
more than one person. The registration papers may lishnel name as the owner. In this situation
the owner is defined as any person who is part owndredfennel.

8. The hound must hunt in the cast into which he/she veasndr
9. The drawing of casts must be open to all handletiseoresults are void.
E. Identification of Hounds in the Hunt

1. All hounds must be marked in such a way that the judgedentify each hound without the
handlers having to report to the judge which is his/her hound.

2. The hounds shall be marked using color-coded collaescdlfars must be a minimum of | inch in
width and be made of day glow fabric or other fabri¢ thalearly visible.

F. Awards

1. Each club that hosts a sanctioned club hunt museptr@ minimum of 5 awards to the top 5
finishers in the

Open Class, but may present as many as they see fit.

2. At a sanctioned club hunt 2 awards must be awardée iRabbit Champion Class and 1 award in
the Grand Rabbit Champion Class, but a club may award ininey see fit.

3. At a sanctioned club hunt, in the bench show, T@waist be given for Best of Show in Open,
Champion and Grand Champion Classes. In the

Open Class show Best Male, Best Female and Best Pupgsawmust be given.

4. In Big 6 and State hunts the following awards must be gpan field, 10 awards; Champion
field, 5 awards; Grand Champion field, 5 awards;

Open Class bench, Best of Show, Best Male, Best leeast Puppy, Second Male, Second Female,
Second Puppy; Champion bench, Best of Show; Grand Chariass, Best of Show.

5. The awarding of prizes that are donated by dog food aues left up to the discretion of the
host club, rather than based solely on the ordendfiof the hounds.
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6. No cash prizes may be awarded without the permissitire EHBA.

7. No Calcutta, Shotguns, or other significant awards raayiven.
8. AHBA does not prohibit raffles at hunts.
G. Reporting Hunt results to the AHBA

1. The Secretary or President of the host club gwle the official AHBA winner certificates to the
owners of the top 10 hounds in the

Open Class, and up to 10 winners of the Rabbit Champios @makthe Grand Rabbit Champion
Classes. Certificates shall also be issued based &etieh Show rules.

2. The Secretary or President must fill out the Hunt Rdpan completely. Hunt Report form and a
check or money order for $3.00 per hound entered in thieféelAHBA. This must be mailed to the
AHBA Office within 30 days of the hunt.

3. The host club must keep a copy of the club’s hunitseed-or a period of 3 months after the hunt or
until the hunt results have been published in the rabbiteh magazine.

4. If these procedures are not followed the resultseohtimt may be void.

X.AHBA BASSET RUNNING RULESAND SCORING PROCEDURES
A. All points are plus or minus points.
B. A rabbit is defined as a cottontail, hares, snowslaoe, lor swamp rabbit.

1. If it is determined by the judge that the hounds are runniaglat, other than those mentioned
above, the judge shall call timeout and move the houndy faara the area where they have been
running. Any scoring on the scorecard that was recordddifofnonapproved" rabbit shall remain
the scorebook and shall be included in the final score.

2. The judge does not have to see the rabbit to awardpoint
C. Strike
1. Definition: A strike is 3 or more barks from 1 hountkathe hounds have been released in the field.

2. Strike points must be awarded if a hound jumps the rabkaimple: Hound A jumps a rabbit from
its setup. Even though Hound A did not bark on the traakreetff jumped the rabbit, it is still awarded
the strike points. In this situation the hound shall ree@D strike points and 20 jump points even
though he/she did not open until after the rabbit was jdmpe

3. A hound that opens on the track and is struck by the judggerdd have to jump the rabbit to
receive his/her 20 strike points, provided another hound juangsoduces the rabbit within the
allotted time of 3 minutes. Example: Hound A barks 3 orentimnes on a track. Hound B harks in and
barks and, in the judgment of the judge, produces a rabhindia shall receive strike points.

Note: Producing a rabbit is defined as shown below. Oneoog of the following situations must e»
before the judge scores a strike and awards plus points.tiNtit is still the judge's decision on
whether a rabbit was produced because weather and scemitijocs have a great deal to do with
when a rabbit will run and how much scent is given off.

a. The judge or more than one of the handlers seealibé.
b. More than 1 hound is barking on the line and they@varaing the line.

c. Fresh rabbit tracks are seen in the snow, dirt, oranddhe judge determines that the hound(s)
are following these tracks and barking.

d. The hound barks 3 times or more and goes (even ads$tarice) directly to a hole or some ol
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secure hiding place.

4. Strike points can only be given once on each rabbit.

5. The hound that opened and has been struck by the judgeeskale 10 minus points if no hounc
the cast jumps, or produces a rabbit within 3 minutes.

6. No strike points will be awarded to a hound for a rabilit has been produced by a judge, handler
or spectator. When all hounds are present in the bedaotunds can be put on this rabbit and the
scoring begins on the first check. In this case nkestsi awarded.

7. After a hound has opened (3 or more barks) and the jugkgsghat hound, the judge shall give
that hound a maximum of 3 minutes to produce the rabbitdéf/'she states that no rabbit was
produced and asks the handlers to move their hounds to aamthein this case the hound that was
struck receives a minus 10 points.

8. A hound that opens on a track and is struck by the jud¢jéoshgiven a minus 10 points if that
hound quits that track within 3 minutes. Example: A hountlighghost tracking", cold scenting, or
barking on "trash”, and then leaves the track is pemklidepoints.

9. The judge shall give the hound that is struck a full 3 ragan that track no matter what the other
hounds in the cast do unless that hound leaves the ateke

10. The judge shall award 20 points for a successful strike.

11. In a situation where the judge cannot determine whighchbarked on the strike, he/she may ask
the handlers which hound barked. If the majority offthedlers agree on which hound opened firs
judge shall award strike points. These may be minus or plassgiepending on whether a rabbit is
jumped or produced within the allowed 3 minutes.

. Jump
1. Definition: A jump occurs when a rabbit has been fludhmd a setup.

2. A jump occurs only at the beginning of a chase. No junmtgehall be awarded except at the
beginning of a chase.

3. Only 1 jump may be scored on each rabbit.

4. The judge may be unsure of which hound actually jumped bbé end may not award any jump
points. Example: Hounds A, B, and C go under a brush pdeaaabbit runs of the other side of the
brush pile. 1, 2, or 3 of the hounds may have actually jdrtiperabbit, but the judge cannot
determine this, so he does not award points.

5. The judge shall award 20 points for a jump.

6. The judge shall award 20 points per jump per rabbit, if heleeermine which hound jumped the
rabbit.

7. The judge does not have to see the rabbit on the juapaal 20 points.

8. The hound that jumps the rabbit shall receive strikguand poins and shall receive check point
he/she carries the rabbit by him/herself because the lmdli@ds in the cast do not pack up and run the
rabbit with him/her. At this point the judge may instrue Handlers of the other hounds to bring in
their hounds and place them in the chase with the hitnandirst jumped the rabbit. Example: Hound

A jumps the rabbit and follows the track. No other houmasjtim/her in the chase so he is running
this rabbit by him/herself.

Hound A loses the track for more than 10 seconds, butstheightens it out and again tracks the
rabbit successfully. Hound A shall receive 20 strike poR@gump points and 20 check points. In this
case the judge shall continue to judge the hound on the,rabit if the other hounds never join the
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chase.

9. If hounds jump a second rabbit during the chase and thespltsk the judge, if knowing which
rabbit was the original rabbit he/she gave the hound strikeésgor, shall continue to follow that
rabbit and request the handlers to catch the hounds thargpleturn them to chase the original
rabbit.

10. Any hound that does not hark in, or join the chases trerabbit is jumped, shall not be scored
even if he/she produces another rabbit. The judge shall jhddeund that jumped or produced the
rabbit first and the other hounds that are in the cliasanple: Hound A drifts away from the pack.
Hound B jumps or strikes a rabbit and the chase is onnéHé jumps a rabbit after Hound B has
already jumped or struck a rabbit first. Hound B is sté@md Hound A is not scored.

11. If the judge does not see which hound jumped the rabbitehelay if he/she chooses, ask the
handlers to identify the hound that jumped the rabbit, euighall not award any jump points unless
majority of the handlers agree on which hound jumpedeatbieit.

12. No hound shall be awarded jump points on a rabbit thanjged by the judge, handlers, or
spectators.

13. No jump shall be given on a rabbit that is jumpedbyptresence of a hound, if the hounds have to
be put on the rabbit.

14. In some situations, one hound will get the strike asifferent hound will get the jump. Example:
Hound A has barked 3 times and is struck in by the judge. Hoyuehiis a rabbit close enough to the
strike area for the judge to believe it is the same trabai was struck in on. Hound A gets 20 strike
points and Hound B gets 20 jump points.

. Checks

1. Definition: A check occurs when it is evident tHa hounds in pursuit of the rabbit have lost it for
10 seconds, or more. The hounds do not have to shut up brkit@gseconds in the check area for it
to be considered a check, only lose it to where they ¢anake forward progress with the rabbit for
10 seconds. A hound must claim the check by giving mouth akehghforward progress.

2. Any hound that pulls the other hounds away from the chexk shall receive minus 10 points.
Example: Hounds A, B, and C are searching the area wlerabbit was lost for more than 10
seconds. Hound D is several yards away from the clreekaand is barking. One, or more of the
hounds (A, B, and C), hark in on Hound D and the rabbibtigproduced. Hound D receives a minus
10 points.

3. The judge shall award 20 points for a check.
4. The scoring of checks shall continue as long asatfigit is running.

5. If the judge determines that the rabbit is holed up, othieshounds have lost the rabbit and are
unable to get it started again, he/she shall announcthéheaick is dead and asks the handlers to
their hounds to another area.

. Scoring of Minus Points

1. If a hound opens and barks 3 times and no rabbit is produitel 3 minutes, the hound that
opened first shall receive minus 10 points. If another dgumps the rabbit or produces a rabbit
within 3 minutes no minus points are given.

2. Any hound that pulls other hounds away from the checkstiaareceive a minus 10 points.

3. Any hound that accumulates 30 minus points during the lealte disqualified, regardless of how
many plus points the hound has. Example: Hound A has 28(plats, but accumulated 30 minus
points. Hound A is disqualified.
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4. Any hound caught backtracking on a trail 50 feet or moa# Be minused 10 points every time it is
observed backtracking this distance. This backtracking wiatedsave to be on different rabbits.

Definition of backtracking: When a hound is clearly rungnand barking in the opposite direction on a
line that has already been run by a hound or hounds.gankiile returning to the point of loss is
NOT backtracking.

5. MINUS POINTS MUST BE SUBTRACTED FROM PLUS POINTS.
. Reasons a Hound may be disqualified
1. If a hound accumulates 30 minus points during one cast.

2. If a hound is fighting, or attempting to fight, withagher hound in such a fashion that it prevents
the other hound from hunting.

3. If the hound runs deer, fox, coyote or elk. The judge dotkave to see the deer, fox, coyote ol
to disqualify the hound. A hound shall be barred from allpetitions in AHBA sanctioned hunts for
1 yearif he runs deer, fox, coyotes or elk 3 times in a calepédar. It is not the intention of this rule
penalize the hound that is merely harking in on anotbenth, smells around, and then immediately
returns to rabbit hunting. If the hounds are runrdegr, fox coyote or elk, the judge can stop the ¢
at any time but will take at least 10 minutes before leedsdqualifies any hound. When there is a
guestion as to whether the hounds are running off-game ahadtandler cannot scratch his/her
hound to prevent the judge from disqualifying his/her hound @mhg it in for running off game. If
the handler scratches his/her hound under these ciranees, the hound will be turned in for running
deer, fox, coyote or elk.

Note: the reason for the 10-minute time period is to givquiige time to sort everything out; what
hounds were involved in the chase? check tracks to degatideer, fox, coyote or elk, etc. Note 2: a
hound is disqualified if he continues to run the line, eafegr he/she lasmelled the tracks and kno
what he/she is running even if he/she does not bark draities.

4. If a female is in heat and is distracting to the okio@inds.

5. If a male continues to try to mount a female thabisin heat, or tries to mount another male and
interferes with that male's hunting.

6. If the hound's handler is drinking alcohol, using un-piesdrdrugs, engages in abusive conduct or
language, or interferes with the judge in his/her conduchiadntint.

7. If the handler carries on an argument with the judge

8. A hound that has been inspected by the Breed Inspectasamditb be oversized shall be
disqualified. If a hound is disqualified because of measurveg 15 inches it is mandatory that the
name, AHBA number, and owner of the hound be reportedeosdaime page of the reporting form as
the off-game runners are reported.

9. All cast winners must be present and accounted tbeatlubhouse, or place of cast drawing, when
the second, or later, casts are drawn out if thah@idnas to run again. Any hounds not so present and
accounted for will be disqualified even if he/she isgh&vious cast winner. In the event of this
disqualification, the balance of the cast will be goivn and run. No other hound will be brought u
take the place of the hound disqualified. This rule appdi¢®unds that still have to go back out to
run. This does not apply to hounds that will be placed usa@tbgressionary Sequence Method.

Example: there are 5 hounds that qualify to run agaimyt4 hounds are present when the cast is
drawn out; these 4 hounds run for places 1 through 4. PBabesugh 10 are filled using the
Progressive Sequence Method.

10. All hounds that have been spayed or neutered becaBsecellosis shall be prohibited from all
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basset competition.

11. Anyone who knowingly brings a hound that has Bruaslimsan AHBA hunt shall be banned
from AHBA competition for life.

NOTE: We strongly recommend that every basset owngr lkiséher hounds inoculated for all
contagious diseases and have his/her hound tested foll@siscat least once per year.

12. The judge may disqualify a hound for not hunting if ghgious to the judge that the hound is not
hunting for a continuous 15-minute period of time any timendutie cast.

H. Time Outs
1. Only the judge has the authority to call a time out, tharaller may request a time out.

2. During a time out the judge shall tell the handlersatbin their hounds and leash them, and no
scoring shall take place during the time out. The judge dotlsave to wait more than 5 minutes for a
handler to catch his/her hound before the judge hastliee hounds released to hunt. The hound that
is not present when the other hounds are released dssgolified for not being present; however, it
could be disqualified if it is off running deer, fox, coyotestk.

3. If a rabbit is jumped, or struck, during a time out tltbgg may use this rabbit for the next chase
no jump or strike points are awarded.

4. The amount of time used for a time out shall be add#éektmtal time of the cast. Example: A 1-
hour cast started at 9:00 AM. The judge called a 10-minuie @ut. Instead of the hunt ending at
10:00 AM, it will end at 10:10 AM.

|. Dead Track

1. The judge shall announce to the handlers when he/sldetermined that the track is dead and the
chase ended.

2. When a track is declared dead by the cast judge, he/sheatiastimeout, have the handlers leash
their hounds and move to another area. If it is a shoeout the judge does not have to order the
hounds leashed up, but may do so if he/she wishes. Thegshas stopped on that race. The judge
will announce when the cast has continued and scoringdtgain.

Xl. Handlers and Spectators

A. Definition of handler: Any person who takes the hdburto the field for a hunt, after the hound has
been entered in the event.

1. Distances between judge and handlers, and at tingpectators, is at the discretion of the judge.

2. All handlers must stay in a group. If a handler dadsstay in the group He/she shall be warned by
the judge and, on the second offense, the judge shall disqualher hound.

3. The handler shall not direct any questions to the judgedag scoring until the hunt has ended.
The handler is to remain quiet unless the judge asks &ira/guestion.

4. The handler shall identify his/her hound when askatbtso by the judge.
5. The handler shall not tell the judge how to score.

6. The handler shall not call or encourage his/her houredsihle/she is permitted by the judge to do
so; however, when a handler's hound comes in to "ciné¢ke handler may acknowledge his/her
hound.

7. Any handler who uses abusive language, threatenskassh judge, Master of Hounds, or another
handler shall be banned from AHBA competition for agukof time to be determined by the
Watchdog Committee.
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a. Any handler who argues with a judge or Master of Hoghd# have his/her hound disqualified
by the judge or Master of Hounds.

8. If a handler is banned from AHBA competition by thatéidog Committee, his/her name shall be
reported to the AHBA basset clubs. At the end of the thashandler may apply to the Watchdog
Committee for reinstatement, which may or may not batgca If the handler who is banned is a
hound owner, none of his/her hounds shall be allowed iIBAEompetition during the time that the
owner is barred. Even if the banned individual selldbishounds, the hounds still cannot compete
until the banned time is up.

9. After the hunt is over drthe judge presents the scorecard, then the handleaskayuestions abo
the hunt and the scoring of the hunt.

10. If the handler does not agree with the judge and wish@®test, he/she should not sign the
scorecard. See section V concerning protests.

11. If a hound is running a second rabbit, other that the engsitk is running, or the hound has
wandered away at some distance from the other houndsatider may ask the judge's permission to
catch his/her hound and put it back in the pack.

12. A handler is permitted to handle more than 1 houndasta

13. During the hunt the handler cannot use any controllingeéwiassist his/her hound in hunting.
This includes whistles, using his/her voice (whistling, hisstadling, etc.), using hand signals, to
direct his/her hound. The handler may use these metmdyl# the judge tells him/her to call in
his/her hound.

Tracking collars are not considered to be controlling @sviburing the hunt tracking collar search
equipment can be taken into the field for the Open @als . If a tracking collar is used for
Champion and Grand Champion Classes the handlereayst the searching equipment in the
vehicle until the judge gives him/her permission to useithis/her hound has been disqualified.

The handler is to report to the Master of Hounds befaedibunds go out in the field, that he/she [
to use a tracking collar. The Master of Hounds shall ingbectquipment. In the field, before the
hounds are released, the judge shall inspect the tracKiag tba handler is caught cheating, and is
using the collar as a shock collar, the owner of thend and his/her hounds will be banned from
AHBA competition for at least 1 year.

14. A handler is not permitted to catch his/her hound i#intldver a fence, or other obstacles, unless
directed by the judge to do this.

. Definition of spectator: A spectator is a person \ghes into the field to observe the hunt.
1. The spectator is not part of the hunt. He/she isamlgbserver.

2. A spectator who is abusive, uses abusive language a@hsaat strikes a judge, Master of Hounds,
handler, or other spectators shall be barred fromditig all AHBA competitions for a period of time
determined by Watchdog Committee.

3. The judge shall instruct spectators as to where he/sfits tik@m to be in relation to the handlers
and him/herself.

4. Spectators cannot be called as witnesses in a psategion.
5. A spectator cannot talk to the judge, nor try to tellhenhow he/she should be judging the hunt.

6. A spectator cannot touch a hound, talk to a hound,amyjiway try to encourage the hound when it
is in the field.
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7. With the permission of the judge, a spectator may hke§meler catch his/her hound if the hound is
in danger, if the hound is chasing a deer, fox, or coyutat the end of the hunt.

XIl. Running Time

A. Before a hound is declared to have placed (1st throud ibCa sanctioned hunt and receive AHBA
and Hound of the Year points, it must have been judgectiveshunting for a minimum of 2 hours.
Exception; In certain circumstances where weatheritond (heat, cold, storms), or shortage of
daylight, with the okay of the owners or handlers tredMaster of Hounds, the second (or final) rounds
can be lowered from one hour to whatever is agreed paeption: If there are 6 or less hounds in the
class; whether it be Open, Champion, or Grand Chan@lmasses. In this situation the hounds run only 1
hour.

B. All second place houndspt cast winners, will be placed by their points, usihgRrogressionary
Sequence Method and only have to run the first cast (1.hour)

C. All hounds entered in an AHBA sanctioned hunt mustaraminimum of 1 hour in the first series.

D. If a hound strikes in with less than 3 minutes remaiim the cast and no rabbit is produced, the
hound shall receive neither plus nor minus pointsréidit is produced during this time scoring goes on
for all hounds until the cast time is over.

XI11. Breakingthe Ties

A. If 2, or more hounds artéed with the same number of points at the end afsh, the tie shall be brok
as follows:

1. The hound with the fewest minus points. If this doesredk the tie, go to #2.

2. The hound with the most plus strike points. If thissdoat break the tie, go to #3.
3. The hound with the most check points. If this does rezkithe tie, go to #4.

4. The hound with the most jump points. If this does nealbthe tie, go to #5.

5. If still tied, the judge shall award 10 points for hugtamd handling for the hound that in his/her
judgment hunted and handled the best. Other hounds th&dyrender these conditions, shall be
placed by the judge rating the hounds on handling and humtiegjudge will mark the place
standings on the score sheet before it is sighedhbdglérs.

6. Note that the only time that a coin flip is used ibrgak a tie when using the Progressionary
Sequence Method to place the hounds.

B. If 2 hounds (or more) are tied with positive pointsguoints) in the final cast (running for 1st place)
and the tie breaker rule (# through # 4) does not bieake, the coin flip will not be used. The tied
hounds shall be run for 30 additional minutes. If they altaist at the end of this time, the judge shall
ask the handlers teash their hounds and then ask them if they wantrt@rl0 minute overtime with tl
hound that scores first winning the cast. If the handléegyeee, all hounds shall be released at the same
time. The hounds may all be put on a fresh track anddbed that gets the first check wins. If no fresh
track is available, the hounds will all be releaseith@tsame time and the hound with the first positive
strike is the winner. If 2 or more hounds are tied aetiekof the 30 minutes or overtime period. The
judge must award 10 handling and hunting points to the houhtid¢lshe feels hunted and handled the
best and then rate the other hounds and place them aash

Note: In relation to rule B, if it is dark, or there igysevere weather (Master of Hounds decision) and
the hounds can not be run, the judge shall use the hamaalchgunting method to break the tie and not
run the hounds 30 and/or 10 minute overtime.

C. In the case of a tie of O at the end of any cast the final cast, because no positive points were
scored, the judge must break the tie by awarding 10 goinke hound, that in his/her judgment, hunted
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and handled the best. This is not optional with the ju@ibe remaining hounds (tied at 0) will be placed
2nd through 6th in the cast according to the judgment giitlge, based on their hunting and handling
during the cast. A coin toss will not be used.

X1V. Selection of Winners

A. Conduct a trial where the First Round casts run foour. After the first series the winners of each
cast advance to the second round of competition. Ithess10 casts in the first round, the places not
filled with cast winners, shall be filled using the Progm@sary Sequence Method.

1. In the second round of competition, the hounds must hour. In the remaining rounds of
competition, the hounds can run a minimum of 15 miniitegreed upon by the Master of Hounds
the all handlers.

2. Continue to run until a final cast of 2 to 6 hounds is ®ie winner of this cast shall be declared
winner with the remaining hounds in that cast placindyéi torder of finish.

3. Should any hound(s) be disqualified in the running of thé dexst, places vacated due to
disqualification shall not be filled. In the evenatla hound minuses out on the final cast that hound
should be placed at the bottom of that cast and not ndrawgeof the hunt as this hound has already
won over some hounds that will place. If a hound iatsbed (disqualified) for not hunting or running
off game, it should be disqualified from the hunt. Placagcated due to disqualification of a hound(s)
for not hunting or running off game shall not be filled.

EXAMPLE: The event has attracted 35 hounds. The Mastdoonds elects to run 7 casts of 5
hounds. The 7 cast winners advance to the 2nd round to cofmpptaces 1-7 and the second place
hounds, by using the Progressionary Sequence Method, ar® ddlgaldces 8-10. The first place
winners are drawn into 2 casts. 1 cast would have 4 hanwithe other cast would have 3 hounds.
The winners of these 2 casts would run against each othgéstfand 2nd places. 3rd-7th places would
be awarded (using the remaining hounds from the 2 winnersy tgsthe Progressionary Sequence
Method.

B. Progressionary Sequence Method

1. This method is used to determine the place winnersakiatriot been determined after the second
(or third) round of competition.

2. The reasons for using this method are.

a. Some casts may find several rabbits and have high sedriksother casts may find very few
rabbits and have low scores.

b. A hound that scored second in his/her cast should r@abed lower than hounds that scored third
or fourth in another cast.

3. Example: In this example we are determining 3rd throughdl@ces.

PLACE
2ND

3RD

A4TH

5TH

CAST #1
HOUND
Hound #25
Hound #30
Hound #1
Hound #6
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POINTS
150
120
60
50
PLACE
2ND
3RD
4TH
5TH
CAST #2
HOUND
Hound #5
Hound #9
Hound #18
Hound #20
POINTS
200
100
80
40

Steps:

a. Look at the second place finishers. Hound #5 has thestigint total and is awarded 3rd pla
Hound #25 is placed 4th.

b. Look at the third place finishers. Hound #30 has the biglant total and is awarded 5th place.
Hound #9 is placed 6th

c. Look at the fourth place finishers. Hound #16 has the Higlogs total and is awarded 7th pla
Hound #1 is placed 8th.

d. Look at the fifth place finishers. Hound #6 has thedsgbpoint total and is awarded 9th place.
Hound #20 is placed 10th.

XV. Rabbit Champion and Grand Rabbit Champion Classes

Note: Note that State and Big 6 hunts are neutral huntp@nts (or wins) earned at these hunts are not
counted as points (or wins) from an individual club.

A. To qualify as a Rabbit Champion a hound must placeifirst least 3 sanctioned hunts and earns a
total of 100 points. Not more than 50 points may come fratald

B. To qualify as Grand Rabbit champion a hound must havstSface wins in a Champion Class in
sanctioned hunts. Not more than 3 wins can come fraclb.

C. When a hound has qualified for Rabbit Champion or GrabiRChampion, the owner of the hound
may apply to the AHBA for the certificate. OR - Whem

Open Class hound has met the qualifications for the R@lblaimpion certificate the
Open Class hound may continue to compete in the

Open Class until the end of the calendar year at winzhthe hound must move up to the Rabbit
Champion Class. When a Rabbit Champion hound has meudilifications for the Grand Rabbit
Champion certificate the Champion Class hound mayiraesmto compete in the Champion Class until
the end of the calendar year at which time the hourst mave up to the Grand Rabbit Champion Class.
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Any hound that is moved up to the higher class may nopeterin the lower class once it has competed
in the higher class.

D. In order to be awarded points toward Rabbit Champioouad must compete in sanctioned hunts
where there are at least 5 hounds entered.

E. Rabbit Champions shall be allowed to compete isaalttioned hunts where 3 or more Rabbit
Champions are entered. If there are less than 3 Rabdih@bns entered in the hunt, the Rabbit
Champion Class cannot be run.

F. Grand Rabbit Champions shall be allowed to hunt iraaltt®oned hunts where 3 or more Grand
Rabbit Champions are entered. If there are less thaar@l®abbit Champions entered in the hunt, the
Grand Rabbit Champion Class cannot be run.

XVI. Awarding of Pointsat AHBA Sanctioned Hunts

A. AHBA Scoring for Rabbit Champion in hunts where 10mmre hounds are entered; 1st Place, 40
points; 2nd Place, 30 Points; 3rd Place, 25 Points; 4tle P28cPoints; 5th Place, 15 Points; 6th Place,
10 Points; 7th Place, 10 points 8th Place, 10 Points; 8teP5b Points; 10th Place, 5 Points.

B. Use this scoring to determine points if less than 10d®are entered.

1ST Place
2ND Place
3RD Place
4TH Place
5TH Place
6TH Place
7TH Place
8TH Place
9TH Place
9 HOUNDS
30

25

20

15

10

10

10

5

5

8 HOUNDS
25

20

15

10

10

10

5

5

7 HOUNDS
20
15



Proposed 2009 and 2010 Page 24 of 29
10
10
10
5
5

6 HOUNDS
15

10

10

10

5

5

5 HOUNDS
10
7

5
5
5

9 hounds 8 hounds 7 hounds 6 hounds 5 hounds 1st Place 30 25 20 15 Hee2® PD 15 10 7 3rd
Place 20 15 10 10 5 4th Place 15 10 10 10 5 5th Place 10 10 10 5 56th@%0 5 5 7th Place 10 5
5 8th Place 5 5 9th Place 5

Note: If there are 5 or more

Open Class houndmtered in the hunt the winning hound shall have onesfiidnifirst place wins th
is needed to advance to Rabbit Champion.

AHBA BASSET RULES AND PROCEDURES FOR BENCH SHOWS

XVII. Basset Show Rules
A. Policy Statement

The AHBA believes that proper conformation is essetti#the betterment of the basset breed. To this
point, we will sponsor Bench Shows to encourage thegasstible conformation in a true hunting basset.
The Judge is reminded that as hunting bassets they may saimyaits, and other signs of being in the
field.

Note: Spayed or neutered dogs can be shown on the bench.

B. The bench judge shall not judge his/her own hounds. Fuhikshe shall not judge a hound that is
owned by a member of his/her immediate family. Debmitof immediate family: husband, wife, mother,
father, son, daughter, brother, sister, or spouses affahg above. If no other AHBA certified Bench
Judge is available a judge may judge his/her own hound or a baunadi by a member of his/her
immediate family.

C. All Bench Shows shall be judged by AHBA certified Hdesbow judges who have been certified by
passing the AHBA bench show qualifying test.

1. The bench judge must be licensed by the AHBA for it ta banctioned bench show. Any handler
has the right to ask the Master of Hounds to havedhehjudge produce his/her AHBA bench judge
license. If the license is not produced the handler fiteag protest with the Master of Hounds.

2. The bench show judge shall use the official bench sicowe sheet and have the score sheet
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available to all show participants after the showisro

3. The club shall keep the bench show official scoeetsfor a period of 30 days after the hunt.

D. Clubs must give awards to First Place Hounds andd@&tow Hounds in each class judged. Second
place awards for Champion and Grand Champion Class sfay be awarded at all Big Six hunts. All
points earned toward championship while hound is a puppylshalrried over after hound is one year
old.

E. Classes shall be divided into:
Open Class

1. Puppies — under 1 year of age..

2. Females over 1 year of age and Males over 1 yegeof a
3. Champion Class

4. Grand Champion Class

F. Puppy Bench Shows

1. All puppies shall be shown against each other regaroflesex.
2. The Best Puppy shall compete against the Best Male &ypkthe Best Female Open for Best of
Show Open Class.
3. Points shall be awarded as follows:
Best Puppy--20 points
Second Best Puppy--10 points

G. Bench Show -
Open Class
1. Hounds shall be shown by sex

2. Points shall be awarded as follows:
a. Best Male--20 points
b. Second Place Male--10 points
c. Best Female--20 points
d. Second Place Female--10 points
e. Best of Show--20 additional points

3. Only First Place hounds shall be considered for &eShow. The best of each class (male, female,
puppy) will be brought back to show against each other fet @eShow. The number of points sco
in the class competition has nothing to do with thel fmfcome for Best of Show.

4. A Bench Show Champion is a hound that has scoreddifiOip AHBA Bench Show competition
and has a minimum of 3 Best of Show awards. Not ma 50 points may come from 1 club and
must come from no less than 2 different judges.

H. Bench Show Champion and Grand Champion

Note: Note that State and Big 6 hunts are neutral huntp@nts (or wins) earned at these hunts are not
counted as points (or wins) from an individual club.

1. A Bench Show Champion is a hound that has scoreddif n AHBA Bench Show Competition
and has a minimum of three (3) Best of Show award nidoe than 50 points may come from one
club and from no less than two judges.

2. Since only Best of Show counts, Best of Show $i®athe only place awarded.

3. A Grand Bench Show Champion is a hound that hagSivBest of Show wins in Champion Bench
Show competition. Not more than 3 wins can come frioensime club.
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I. A hound must be entered in the hunt to quality to beredtin the Bench Show.

1. Exceptions
a. Puppies

b. Rabbit Champions and Grand Rabbit Champions may be shotre bench without being
entered in the field if no field class is establishedHtem at that hunt.

2. A handler may not pay fees and enter his/her hourifigld competition and scratch the houn
order to compete on the bench. The hound must take kg field competition.

J. Class sizes
1. A minimum of 3 hounds of the same designation megrtered in
Open Class in order to award AHBA Bench points for lrestte class.

2. Open Class shall be divided by sex. Example: therg ar@es and 3 puppies entered but only 1
female. Points are awarded in the male class and puggs; but not in the female class even if the
female is judged and awarded a trophy.

3. There must be at least 3 entries to have a clasthare must be 2 classes to award Best of show. If
there is only 1 full class there can be a Best afscéawvarded, but no Best of Show will be awarded.

4. A Bench Champion Class must have 3 or more houndgsiieggiof sex to award Best of Show.
5. A Grand Champion Class must have 3 or more hounds regsuaflsex to award Best of Show.
6. There shall be an

Open Class (includes puppies), Champion Class and Grando@ma@lass at all State and Big 6
hunts if there are enough entries.

K. The entry deadline for the Bench Show is the sdeaglline as the deadline for field entries.

L. Time for Bench Shows. This is a club option andMaster of Hounds determines the show time. It is
best to judge the hounds during the day while the field @i@seing held as this puts less pressure on
the bench judge to finish the show as soon as possibli gives the judge more time to examine each
hound thoroughly. It is recommended (but optional) thatdpgwo hounds in each class be brought |
for final selection when there is no field action gpen; such as at the end of the second series. At this
time the judge picks first and second place in each alagswards the Best of Show. In the final
selections the score sheet does not have to be useaplourtal) to determine first and second in a class
and Best of Show.

M. Basset conformity and names of parts. *** We needdtlagving of a basset with the parts named
under this section.

N. AHBA points toward Champion and Grand Champion negwarded only at sanctioned hunts.
O. All protests from the Bench Show shall be hanttethe Master of Hounds.

1. Handlers are reminded that protests shall be oveinftéetions only. The judging itself is
subjective and not open to protest.

2. A handler or the Bencludge shall protest hound size to the Master of Hounds. Tdtiegbrmust b

done at the time of judging, not after decisions have bete concerning class winners or Best of
Show. In this case the Master of Hounds shall reqhedBteed Inspector to measure hounds that

appear to be over-sized.

XVIII. Bench Show Area
A. Clubs should attempt to provide a large enough arelote the handler to circle the hound rather 1



Proposed 2009 and 2010 Page 27 of 29
walk him back and forth on a line. A circle with a 30-fd@meter is suggested.

B. Clubs should provide a stable bench, with a non-slidasey wide enough to allow for comfortable
posing and viewing. The bench top surface should be a onniof 2 feet off of the ground. (Minimum
width 18" and length minimum 4 feet is adequate.) Nidtine judge notices that the bench does not |
standards he/she should continue with the judging but shdatdn the Master of Hounds that this
should be corrected before the next hunt and the judnédsteport this deficiency to the AHBA Office.

C. Some bassets are very uncomfortable and uncoopesdit@retheir feet are off of the ground; the
handler has the option of showing his/her hound on thehber on the ground.

X1 X. Bench Show Judging Procedures

A. Gait - A hound's gait is a valuable tool in locating jddedaults. However, since points are awarded
in each specific area, no points are to be scorddegait. Walking the hound for the judge is a
recommended procedure for the judge to use to begin hisfemsasent of the hound. The hound's head
may be up or down.

The basset hound should move in a smooth and effortiasser. Normally it will walk with its nose to
the ground but it is not a fault if it walks with its llea the air.

In its gait there is good coordination between itstfieord back legs. The front and back legs should be in
a line with each other. The hocks will be well berd #irere should be no stiffness in the legs. The front
legs should not sweep in or out but move in a lin@iward motion. The leg recovery (when the leg is
moved forward for another step) should be straight. Tdenes should be close to the body. Going away
the hind legs are parallel.

If the judge wishes, he/she may request that the hgmati¢he hound into a run. Sometimes a hound in a
running gait shows faults (or strengths) that do not showhgm the hound is walking.

These are some of the flaws that the judge is lookingddhe handler is walking his/her hound:

1. Stiffness in front legs may indicate problems withelmw joint, poor leg bone alignment,
problems with pastern, etc.

2. Front leg swinging may indicate a chest that is toodbooatiffness in shoulder joint. May also
indicate that the feet are not properly formed.

3. Bowed front legs, in or out, may indicate a lacktodrgyth in the legs.

4. Stiffness in back legs may indicate malformatiorheftiock or problems with the hip joint.

5. Throwing outward of the back legs may indicate probleitistive hip joint.

6. Front and back legs not moving in a coordinated wayatelieloow, pastern, hock, or hip problems.

7. If the hound walks with a bouncing motion it may inddgcaporly formed feet, or weakness in hips
or shoulders.

8. If the hound is tottering from side to side while Wvelking it may indicate that the feet are placed
too far under the body or too far to the sides.

B. Scoring of head, total 30 points.

1. Skull (10 points) The skull should be well domed and sipwipronounced occipital protruban

A skull that is flat and broad is a fault. The lengtinf nose to stop is approximately the length from
stop to occiput. The sides of the head are flat and fo@e ¢heek bumps. Viewed from the side the
lines of the muzzle and skull are straight with a ma@éraefined stop. The skin over the whole head
is loose and it falls in distinct wrinkles over th@l when the hound's head is lowered.

2. Ears (5 points) The ears are extremely long,setivand when drawn forward fold well over the
end of the nose. They are velvety in texture, hangingdse folds with the ends curling slightly
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inward. They are set back at the base of the skull #ied appear to be set on the neck if the hound is
sitting. High set or flat ears are a fault. Shorseae a fault.

3. Eyes (5 points) The eyes appear to be sadt, and slightly sunken. Eyes that protrude, eyes ¢
wide, and eyes set too close together are faults. tiglbted eyes are a serious fault.

4. Muzzle (10 points) The muzzle should be deep and h&hgynose should have wide-open
nostrils. The teeth are large, sound, and regularly spabedupper teeth should overlap the lower
teeth just slightly (scissors bite) or the teeth showdet evenly. Overbites and underbites are faults.
The lips are pendulous and fall squarely in front. Towlaedoack the lips hang in loose, hanging
flews. Flaws are overly flat nose, short nose,ttigis, over and under bites, and narrow nose.

C. Scoring of body, total 40 points

1. Neck (5 points) The neck is powerful and well adchieshould be well muscled dmllow for free
movement up and down and left and right. Flaws are a me&ak thin neck, and restricted neck
movement.

2. Chest (10 points) The chest is deep and full. Prorngternum that shows clearly in front of the
front legs when looking at the hound's profile. The distafrom the ground to the lowest part of the
chest should not be more than 1/3 of the height oithend measured at the shoulders.

3. Shoulders (10 points) The shoulders are well laid baglpawerful. The top of the shoulders
should be level with hound's rear and should be in ptiopao the hound's total body that is, not
overly wide or overly narrow.

4. Back (10 points) The top line of the back shouldtizght and level. Sagging or roaching are
faults.

5. Loin/Rib (5 points) The rib structure is long, sitip@nd extends well back. The ribs are well
sprung, allowing adequate room for the heart and lungs. Flamdked-sided ribs are faults. The
hound should be neither too heavy nor too thin but well proped with the rest of the body.

D. Running gear, total of 20 points

1. Foreleg (5 points) The forelegs are short, powdr&avy in bone, with wrinkled skin. Knuckling
over the front legs is a fault. The length of theefegs is sufficient to keep the chest from sagging
disproportionately.

2. Hips (5 points) The hindquarters are very full and meihded, and are approximately the same
width as the shoulders. They should not appear slacgtdriti relation to the overall depth of the
body.

3. Hind legs (5 points) The hound stands firmly on ittkbags showing a well let down stifle, and
there is no tendency to sag or crouch. Viewed from behmdback legs are parallel to each other with
the hocks turning neither in nor out. Cow hocked or bolegsl are serious faults.

4. Feet (5 points) The front paws are massive, vaeayyheith tough, heavy pads. The feet are
rounded and inclined outward to balance the width of the damilFeet down at the pastern is a fault.
The toes are neither pinched together nor splayedwélght of the fore body should be evenly borne
by both feet. Dewclaws may or may not be removed.

Hind feet point straight ahead. Feet are rounded andéiseate neither pinched together nor splayed.
They should be heavily padded and the weight of the Hatiybuted evenly on both feet.

E. Coat, total of 5 points.

There is no color preference in the coat. The ixolaard, smooth, and short. It should be dense enough to
protect the hound in colder weather. The skin is loosgleetastic. An excessively long coat is a fault.
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F. Tail, total of 5 points.

No docking of the tail. The tail is a continuatiortloé spine. There should be a slight curvature in tlh
and should be carried high. The hair on the undersideedatl should be course. The tail must be
proportional to the body.

G. Color (no points) Any recognized hound color is acdptand the distribution of color and marki
are of no importance.

H. Height - no points

It is expected that the basset will measure apprately 14 inches, however, any height up to 15 inc$
acceptable. If the hound is over 15 inches it is disqadlifThe Bench Judge may ask the Master of
Hounds to have the Breed Inspector measure the houndaftenly doubts about the hound's size. The
Breed Inspector makes the final decision about a hosizé's



